Guns on Campus
Bottom Line: In recent years, gun lobby-backed legislation that would force colleges and
universities to allow guns on campus has been introduced across the country. This legislation, which
would create new dangers and burden schools with significant financial costs, is opposed by
university stakeholders from police chiefs to students to college presidents. Statehouses should not
override the public safety judgment of our colleges and universities, especially given the risk factors
common to campus life.
q

The National Rifle Association (NRA) began its push to force colleges and universities to
allow guns on campus following multiple high-profile campus shootings.
Ø

The NRA Model Bill: In 2008, after a mass shooting at Virginia Tech that killed 32 people and
a mass shooting at Northern Illinois University that killed 5 people, the NRA proposed, and
the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) adopted, a model bill that would force
1
colleges to allow guns on campus.

Ø

States Have Overwhelmingly Rejected the NRA’s Agenda: The push to force guns onto
college campuses has accelerated ever since—with bills that would force colleges to allow
2
guns on campus introduced in 18 different states in both 2015 and 2016. However, with all
the bills that were introduced that would force colleges to allow guns on campus in the last
3
two years, only two have passed into law.

q The vast majority of states either prohibit guns on campus or else allow colleges to decide
4
for themselves whether to allow guns on campus.
Ø

Only 2 states force colleges to allow all concealed carry permit holders to carry guns
5
everywhere on campus: CO, UT.

Ø

Only 7 other states require colleges to allow guns on campus in some circumstances:
6
ID, MN, MS, OR, TN, TX, WI.

q Guns on campus would burden colleges with large new costs for security and insurance.
Ø

Idaho’s guns on campus law is costing universities millions. In 2014, Idaho passed
legislation that forced colleges to allow people with “enhanced” permits to carry guns on
campus. As a result, five state schools had to request more than $3.7 million from the state
7
to increase security in the first year alone.

Ø

The cost of guns on campus in Arizona was estimated at over $13 million. During a 2012
legislative fight, the Board of Regents estimated that allowing guns on campus would cost
8
$13.3 million in one-time expenses and $3.1 million in annual costs. The bill was vetoed.

Ø

Guns on campus legislation creates new insurance costs for colleges. In 2011,
the Houston Community College Board of Trustees estimated its insurance costs alone could
9
rise as much as $900,000 per year if a guns on campus bill passed.

q States that have recently passed legislation forcing colleges to allow guns on campus are
struggling to deal with the consequences.
Ø

Lawsuits and Faculty Retention: In Texas, where a guns-on-campus bill passed in 2015,
the implementation of guns on campus has been extremely contentious. Professors are
currently suing the State and the University of Texas, prominent faculty members have left

to take jobs in other states, and educators have withdrawn from consideration for jobs at
10
Texas universities.
Ø

Injuries: In Idaho, a professor with an “enhanced” carry permit unintentionally shot himself
in the leg during a chemistry lab following the passage of a 2014 law that forced Idaho
11
colleges to allow people with enhanced permits to carry guns on campus. And in 2012, a
24-year-old permitted student in Utah unintentionally shot himself while walking on
12
campus.

Ø

Student Opposition: In Texas, there have been large student protests. Further, students at
Historically Black Colleges and LGBTQ students have expressed concerns about how the law
will affect their communities – noting that they regularly face intimidation and complex
13
interactions with law enforcement on campus.

q Campus stakeholders oppose guns on campus.
Ø

Campus Police Chiefs: In a 2008 survey of university police chiefs, 89 percent of the chiefs
agreed that the most effective and important way to deal with gun use on campus is to
14
prevent the use of guns at all.

Ø

College Administrators and Faculty: In surveys conducted in 2013 and 2012, 95% of
college presidents and 94% of college faculty indicated they oppose concealed carry on
15
campus.

Ø

College Students: In a 2012 study of students, 79 percent said that they would not feel safe
16
if concealed guns were allowed onto their campuses.

q Colleges and universities, which have traditionally prohibited guns on campus, are
relatively safe from gun violence—but campus life is rife with other risk factors that make
the presence of guns potentially dangerous.
Ø

Campuses are Relatively Safe: Among all violent crime against college students from 1995
17
through 2002, 93 percent of incidents took place off campus. With over 21 million students
18
attending colleges and universities in 2013, only eight gun homicides occurred on
19
campuses.

Ø

Heavy Alcohol and Drug use: A Columbia University study found that half of U.S. college
students binge drink or abuse illegal or prescription drugs, while nearly a quarter of college
20
students suffer from substance abuse and dependence. Students who carried guns on
campus “were more likely than students who did not do so to report drinking heavily and
21
more frequently, driving while under the influence of alcohol, and vandalizing property.”
Alcohol leads to impaired judgment about whether to shoot a gun, as well as impaired aim
22
when firing.

Ø

Mental health issues and suicide: Nearly 1 out of 10 undergraduates reported “seriously
23
considering attempting suicide” and 1.4% had attempted suicide in the past 12 months. At
one large public university, 14% of undergraduates and 11% of graduate students screened
24
positive for depression.

q The gun lobby claims that guns on campus is a Second Amendment issue - but the
Supreme Court of the United States disagrees.
Ø

Writing for the majority in District of Columbia v. Heller, Justice Scalia wrote that the Second
Amendment right does not cast doubt on the validity of “laws forbidding the carrying of
25
firearms in sensitive places such as schools …”
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