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STAND YOUR GROUND LAWS
q Bottom Line: Stand Your Ground laws upend centuries of traditional self-defense doctrine and
threaten public safety by encouraging armed vigilantism and giving civilians in public places
more leeway to shoot than the U.S. military gives soldiers in war zones. These laws are
associated with clear increases in homicides. Lawmakers should put the safety of their
constituents first and reject dangerous Stand Your Ground proposals.
q Stand Your Ground laws upend centuries of traditional self-defense doctrine. These laws
encourage armed vigilantism by allowing a person to kill another person even when they can
clearly and safely walk away from the danger, and even in public areas like parking lots and
playgrounds.
Ø Under traditional self-defense law, a person can use force to defend himself anywhere,
but when he is outside his home he cannot use force likely to kill or seriously injury
someone, if there is a safe way to avoid it.1
§

Traditional self-defense gives a person the right to protect himself, while recognizing that
it is always best to avoid killing someone if possible.

§

Traditional self-defense does not require that a person retreat from a situation if doing
so would put him in danger. It only requires a person to avoid killing another person if
there is a clear and safe way to do so.

§

In this way, traditional law respects both a person’s right to self-defense and the sanctity
of human life. It recognizes that it is always better to avoid taking a life if there is a safe
and clear alternative.

Ø There is a centuries-old exception to this rule—called the Castle Doctrine—that allows a
person who is in his home to defend himself with force likely to kill or seriously injure
someone, even if he could have safely walked away.2
Ø Stand Your Ground laws upend traditional self-defense and the Castle Doctrine by allowing
people to shoot to kill in public, even when there is a clear and safe alternative.3
q Stand Your Ground laws give everyday, untrained citizens more leeway to shoot than the
United States military gives soldiers in war zones.
Ø The U.S. military Rules of Engagement outline what soldiers can and can’t do to protect
themselves from deadly threats in war zones. The bottom line is that it is always preferable
to de-escalate potentially violent situations before someone is killed.
Ø Stand Your Ground laws abandon that core de-escalation principle, encouraging
unnecessary violence by allowing everyday conflicts to escalate into deadly shootings. These
laws would allow a citizen to shoot another person faster and in more situations than a
member of the U.S. military would in a war zone.4
q The NRA helped draft and pass Stand Your Ground laws under the radar in state houses
across the country.
Ø In 2005, the NRA helped draft and pass Stand Your Ground legislation in Florida.5 Then the
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) adopted a model law based on it.6

Ø Between 2005 and 2011, the NRA and ALEC successfully pushed Stand Your Ground
legislation in 22 states across the country.7
Ø The killing of Trayvon Martin in February 2012 served as a national wake-up call about the
dangers of Stand Your Ground legislation. It spurred multiple studies demonstrating the
unnecessary death and disparate racial impact associated with these laws.
q States that pass Stand Your Ground laws see increases in homicide rates.
Ø A 2012 study by researchers at Texas A&M found that in 21 states Stand Your Ground laws
are associated with a clear increase in homicides, resulting in 600 more homicides per
year.8
Ø In fact, after Florida passed its Stand Your Ground law, homicides there determined to be
justifiable tripled.9
Ø In 2013 the Tampa Bay Times found that at least 26 children and teens have been killed in
Florida Stand Your Ground cases since 2005.10
q Stand Your Ground laws have a disproportionate effect on communities of color.
Ø When white shooters kill black victims, the resulting homicides are deemed justifiable 11
times more frequently than when the shooter is black and the victim is white.11
Ø Controlling for other factors—such as who initiated the confrontation and whether or not
the victim was armed—Florida SYG cases with minority victims are half as likely to lead
to conviction, compared to cases with white victims.12
q Stand Your Ground laws do not deter crime.
Ø Despite the assertions of Stand Your Ground supporters, the Texas A&M researchers found
no evidence that Stand Your Ground laws deter crime.13
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